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The President’s Buzz
“My Bee Bank”

By Tommy Helms

This is the name I’ve given to my Horizontal Bee Hive’s. These hive’s use the regular
Langstroth deep frames with a solid removable partition between each colony of bees.
I have three ten frame colonies of bees in each hive. Each colony has its own entrance
and is accessible from the top. My main purpose in starting this hive was to have
resources available to enhance my existing colonies. I started the colonies last summer
with some splits and some swarms. They overwintered well and grew quickly in the
spring. When I started catching swarms this spring, I would put them in a hive and go
to the Horizontal hive and pull a frame of brood and sometimes a frame of honey and
added it to the swarm. This gave the swarm a boost and would reduce the urge for the
horizontal colony to swarm. Occasionally I would need a Queen or Queen cell and the
Horizontal hive provided one. The horizontal colony only had 10 frames to work with,
so they would get overcrowded in a hurry so I made several splits off the horizontal
hive. Any hive can be used as a resource hive. I like this because it’s easy to access.
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Cont’d on Page 3

Cont’d From Page 2
“My Bee Bank”

Front of Hive, to Work From

Rear Entrances
Tommy’s Horizontal Bee Hive
“The Bee Bank”

One of three colonies in “The Bank”

Photos Courtesy Tommy Helms
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Intermediate Bee School 2022

Photos courtesy Jeff Dieker
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Honey Tasting Contest November 2022

Winners from November
2021 Left to Right
1st. Place Maryann Wood
2nd. Place George Kaufaliotis
3rd. Place Gene Hilton
You gotta be there to win
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Breakfast at The Tryon House Restaurant
At 215 E. Exmore St. in Charlotte
Come Have Breakfast With Us
We usually meet about 8 a.m. the
Saturday before our monthly meeting.

Photo courtesy Johnny p.

From left to right, Jeff, Linda, Senia, Wayne,
Sharron, Diane, Tommy, Pete and Wayne.

The conversations are never dull and sometimes we talk
about the bees. Or mites, hive beetles, oxalic acid,
appivar, body wash, mushrooms, cutouts, how much
honey did you make, humidity, Gaston County, honey
badger community, feeders, hive top feeders, frame
feeders, sell my bees, Farmers Market, uncapper,
Intermediate Bee School, horizontal hive and it’s many
uses, brood and honey, flat wax, drawn comb, re-queen,
bee stings, calm bees and that ain’t the half of it. You just
have to bee there.

The folks at The Tryon House Restaurant really know how to serve up a great breakfast.
Please join us at our next bee breakfast at The Tryon House
Bee on the lookout for an announcement in a future “Bee Blast”.
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MARKETING YOUR HONEY

A Presentation by David Bailey

Bailey Bee Supply is your complete beekeeping outfitter in Hillsborough, N.C.
The Bailey Bee Supply website has many interesting features.
David opens with his opinion on work. He says “I don’t work a day in my life. I love
my job”. And if you love your job, it ain’t work. I love to meet people and I let
people taste my honey and I give suggestions for it’s many uses. It’s OK if it don’t
Elissa and David Bailey sell, honey never goes bad. Honey is a gift that won’t be regifted.
He goes over the state laws for labeling your honey. Your honey needs to have a 51% or more pollen count
to be labeled as Sourwood, Clover, etc. honey. In using $10.00 hour labor and $2 + for the jar, lid, label, you
could be nearing $13 or $14 cost per pound of honey used in establishing the sale price of your honey. Not
counting your initial investment in hives, tools, equipment, gear, and the bees to get started.
Do you need a queen castle? The benefits of a queen castle is always having a spare queen, extra brood to
give to a weak colony, extra resources to use in helping get a swarm up and running, or even start a nuc.
David spoke of his visit to Israel and how he made the tour bus driver stop and pull over so David could
take a picture of a colony of bees that had made a home in the cavity of a rock on the side of a mountain.
He called that the “Honey in the rock.” His visit to the “Sea of Galilee”, the lowest lake in the world at 705
feet below sea level. And how they walked over 12 miles during his visit.
baileybeesupply.com

From all of us at Meckbees, Thank You.
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Photos and review written by Johnny p.

Once In A Blue Moon

By Senia & Wayne Owensby
I’m sure you are wondering what Blue Moon has to do with bees. Let me tell you our story.
As you know every spring (and sometimes into the summer), bees swarm – it’s in their nature. Last spring, we added our names to the
‘Swarm List’ so we could be among those called to come and ‘rescue’ the bees.
One day, we received a swarm call from someone who lives in Davidson, North Carolina. Would we come? Absolutely! We hadn’t been
there before and thought it would be an adventure. Grabbing our gear, we headed north. When we arrived, we were greeted by an adorable
family – mom and dad, a four-year-old, and a toddler. They were all excited to see us and asked all kinds of questions. We love questions. It
helps folks to have a better understanding of these little creatures.
Surprisingly, none of the family was afraid of the bees. We’ve found that most people are - even after explaining that swarming bees are
fairly docile. The older boy kept getting closer and closer to the bees, but mom didn’t freak out. She did caution him to not get too close and
let us work.
The ball of bees hung perfectly in a bush a couple of feet off the ground. Nice. We love the ones where no ladder is involved. Getting to
work, we set about laying a sheet on the ground under the ball, then placed a beehive box on the sheet. We sprayed the bees quite liberally
with sugar syrup. Once they were well sprayed, we gave the branch they were clustering around a sharp thump. The syrup did what it was
supposed to do. Their sticky wings kept them from flying off, and the syrup made them very happy as they were hungry and began licking
the sugar off each other after they got in the box.
They (mostly) dropped into the container, and the rest landed on the sheet. The queen bee was in the middle of the ball – which dropped
nicely into the box. We could tell she was in there since her pheromones began attracting the colony to come to her. They began walking
towards the hive like it was Noah’s Ark.
It is always amazing to watch all the bees begin marching in. At this point, it takes a while for all the bees to go inside, so we wait.
In the meantime, the family laid a blanket on the lawn near where we were working. The dad, who had disappeared for a while, returned
with a couple of pizzas. They insisted that we join them for a picnic. We (happily) agreed.
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Cont’d on Page 9

Cont’d From Page 8
The mom went into the house and returned with a big bowl of grapes and several bottles of Blue Moon beer. She also had some frozen
peas for the toddler, who was teething, and loves frozen peas.
So, there we sat, getting to know each other, eating the pizza and loving the beer while the bees slowly marched into the hive. By the time
we were done, so were the bees.
We had so much fun! We’ve rescued a lot of swarms, but no one has ever invited us to have a picnic lunch while capturing one. To
commemorate the occasion, we decided to name our swarm Blue Moon.
After harvesting our honey this year, we thought it would be fun to take our new friends some of the harvest. We have some little honeybear-shaped jars, so we filled up two – one for each boy. Delivering the honey was great fun while we visited, answered lots of questions
about bees, and munched on coconut bacon – yum.
They asked if they could keep the little jars. We said, “Of course! And since bees sometimes swarm back to the same place, give us a call,
and we’ll come and rescue them and refill your jars.”
Who knows, we may be creating future beekeepers.

Photos Courtesy of Senia Owens
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Business Meeting October 20, 2022
Our annual Business Meeting will be held at 7 P.M. at The Providence Baptist
Church, 4921 Randolph Road, Charlotte, N.C. 28211, our normal meeting
location.
We will be electing new officers for 2023, review of the financial report will be
given for 2022, and the budget for 2023 will be discussed. That and any other
business brought before the members present at the business meeting.
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What Floral Report
Hello Fellow Beekeepers, this months “Floral
Report” needs some help. Looking for someone
to take on the “FR” or assist with or just build
one up from scratch. At one time Dietlinde
would send me an article with several pics of
flowers she captured from her own yard and
pics from other members yards that were
forwarded to her. And she would post them here
in our newsletter and she would also do a
“Floral Report” during our meetings. She would
use descriptions from Peter Lindtner’s book
“Garden Plants for Honey Bees”, which
would allow her to give a nectar value
and a pollen value for each flower that
the bees visited.
For more information please contact
me at meckbeesbuzz@currently.com
johnny p.

Red Spider Lily

Zinnias in Linda’s garden

Red Spider Lily
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African Blue Basil

Thought For The Day

By Tommy Helms

If you open a hive and it needs work, “Just do it, then”
Don’t put it off.

From Out of The Apiary

Looks like I have run out of paper so I want to
Thank all of the fellow beekeepers that have
contributed submissions, articles, ideas . This
newsletter is successful because of you, so
please feel welcome to be a part of it.
Don’t forget our “Bee Breakfast” the Saturday
before our next meeting and don’t forget our
meeting October 20th.
meckbeesbuzz@currently.com

Source Unknown

And as always, “Thank You For Reading”.
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Newsletter assembled and edited by johnny p.

