The Monthly Newsletter of the Mecklenburg County Beekeepers Association April 2019

April Meeting:::

April 11, 2019
7pm
Selwyn Methodist Church
3100 Selwyn Ave.
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In The Beeyard

David S. Segrest NC Master Beekeeper
Everyone I’ve spoken to is catching a lot of swarms. This can be a good thing or a bad thing. If they are from
someone else’s apiaries this is a net gain. From your own hives they might mean no honey. A swarm this early will
leave most hives strong enough to recover and make honey. Multiple swarms will probably mean no honey unless
the colonies can be re-combined. What strategy can be used to make the honey flow and have the increase in colonies.
George McAllister told us and showed us that one large colony can make more honey than 2 small colonies. What if
we can get these two small colonies to work together? There is a way to do that. Last month the Snellgrove board
was mentioned, but its use was not described. There are many ways to use it and many purposes for it. One of the
ways is to help 2 colonies of bees work together making honey.
A Snellgrove board is sometimes calls a double screen board. The board has large openings in it and is screened
with #8 hardware cloth on both sides. The border extends ¾” on either side and has closeable opening above and
below on all four sides. The system can be used to make a split or to combine two hives. If making a split take the
two brood boxes from a double-deep hive and set them side-by-side. Leave the frame with the queen in one box and
put all of the young brood in the other box. One box (it doesn’t really matter which one) but I prefer to use the one
with the queen) goes on the bottom. An empty brood box can be added above this but it is not necessary. On top of
that 2 or three supers can be placed. Next goes the Snellgrove board and the other original brood box. Open any of
the top opening on the upper box other than the one that is oriented the same as the opening on the bottom box. The
foragers will all go back to the bottom box.
As the brood emerges they will form a new colony in the top box. They will hopefully make their own queen like a
walk-away split but you could introduce a new queen. As the population of the top box builds up, another opening
with a different orientation can be opened and the opening directly under the one that has been used can be opened
and the one above it can be closed. The foragers will go to the bottom box with their load of goodies.
The openings around the Snellgrove board can be rotated like this to keep the honey nest full of foragers. Be careful
to let the top box “rest” and buildup for about a week each time the openings are rotated. The top colony needs to
remain strong. At the end of the honey season the top box can become a free-standing colony.
If the goal is to combine two colonies for work on the same set of supers. Just set one colony on top of the snellgrove board and follow the same procedure. The first method using the split can also be used for swarm control.
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Each and Every Swarm is Different
Johnny Preston

Here it is April 3, '19 and another swarm (No. 7 or 8 or 9 this year). It seems each and every swarm is different in
that sometimes they go right in and stay, sometimes they go in and come right back out.
This particular swarm put on a show for me. 30 seconds after I dumped them on the entrance they immediately
took this pattern. I have seen this pattern in nature in pinecones, pineapples, flower blossoms, but not so often in
wildlife. It kinda reminds me of the Fibonacci sequence.

Or the Golden Ratio, or the Ratio of Phi.
It was so rewarding watching this colony organize and enter the nuc.
By the way, this colony landed in a cedar tree 30 feet up. On my tippy toes on a 16 ft.ladder and with a 14 ft.
Saw on a pole I sawed limbs off and let the bees fall and settle about 4 different times till they got within reach.
Being at home during the day has allowed me to watch and catch six of my colonies and has allowed me to build
six nucs using queen cells and swarms. This was the third swarm from this colony. I put the second swarm in a
hive box and placed on top of the original hive. I placed the third swarm on top of the second and when they
organize and settle in I will combine them all back into one colony and add a super. Or two. Or three.
I hope.
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Mecklenburg County Beekeepers Association
201 9 Dues Form ( January 1 thru December 31

)

Please m ake check payable to MCBA and mail completed form to:
Dietlinde Zipkin
MCBA Secretary
201 Foxlair Ct.
Matthews , NC 28105

For state membership registration or renewal
, you’ll find a link on the NCSBA home page:
https://www.ncbe ekeepers.org/
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2019 MCBA OFFICERS
President: Ed Moyers (meckbeespres@gmail.com)
Vice President: David Segrest (meckbeevp@gmail.com)
Treasurer: Diana Helms (meckbeetreas@gmail.com)
Membership Secretary: Dietlinde Zipkin
(meckbeesec@gmail.com)

Contact Us
Email us with questions at
meckbeespres@gmail.com
Picture and Article Submissions
are always needed and are
greatly appreciated.
Email submissions to:
Rachel.E.G.Woodhouse@gmail.com

Chaplain: Tommy Helms
Webmaster: Kevin Freeman (meckbees@gmail.com)
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