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Summer/Fall Splits
For Spring Success
By Burton BeasleyOwner/Operator Beasley Honey Company
managing over 100 colonies for honey production, nuc and
queen production and products of the hive.
Mr. Beasley is a NCSBA & EAS Beekeeper, 2nd. VP of
NCSBA and past President of Gaston Co. Bee Assoc.
He explains you need frames of bee brood, both capped and open and lots of bees on the frames and frames
of capped honey and pollen. He suggests you use mated queens (from q-castles, but it is still not too late to get
virgin mated.) He explains about the hazards of robbing, (do not spill syrup this time of year) you must inspect
to insure being q-right and that the hive is strong enough to prevent SHB and wax moths. Feeding light syrup
will stimulate the bees to draw out wax comb and later feeding of heavy syrup to get weight on split for
overwintering in nuc.
Split ready for
overwintering

Bee drinking water
on cabbage leaf
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Our Monthly Breakfast at The Tryon House Restaurant
The Tryon House Restaurant is located on Exmore
St. just offWoodlawn Rd. and we try to meet the
Saturday before our monthly meeting.
Bee on the lookout for a “Bee Blast” for invite.
We talked about the honey flow this year and how
the lack of rain in May affected the flowers. Some
of us reported hives producing 180 to over 220 lbs.
of honey. One conversation mentioned some mean
bees. Several of us were looking forward to hearing
Burton Beasley’s presentation on summer splits.
And triple waxed frames, bee hive hygiene, new
beekeepers, and how we miss Dietlinde’s “Flower
Presentation”each month. And how some of the bee
scales reflected the ups and downs of our weather.
The adventures of George, swarm prevention, and
dealing with swarms and there was talk of a new fourwheeler for the bee yard. And if you want to hear more
of the conversation, you just have to bee there.
Photo courtesy Tryon House
There is Sienia, Jeff, Tommy, Diane, Linda, Johnny, George and Wayne.
Over a hundred years of experience sitting at this table
and we are still learning
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Our next “Bee Breakfast” should be on the 13th.
of August.
So be on the lookout for a “Bee Blast”.
And we hope to see you there.

Extracting Honey at George’s Place

Photos by George McAllister

Sue Ann Weddington , a 2022 Bee School graduate and her son
Crosby, are extracting honey
Extractor rental
equipment
Brian Fromal , a 2022 Bee School graduate,
Extracting honey.
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It’s Harvest Time

This is what we have been waiting for all year.

George says the extractor rental is going good and there are still a few openings left in August.
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18.6 % Is My Honey Moisture Level Too High?
By George McAllister
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Pics of the Month
My refractometer reads in “Brix”
80.3% Brix converts to 18.0% moisture

Thank You Ralph Weld
For refreshments at our
July
Meeting
Wayne Hansen in

Pic of Autumn Hanline’s
bearding hive

“Light That Smoker”
Filmed on location

My super hive that produced
182 lbs. Added super on Feb. 17th
total 2 deeps and 1 shallow
by johnny p.

First year beekeeper Rick Garcia
harvested 28 lbs.
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“Can You Name That Tune?”
Wayne Hansen
was working in
his honey house
and was kind
enough to send
a pic of his hard
work

Photo by Wayne

For an honorable mention send
your answer to
meckbeesbuzz@currently.com

Hint: Count the jars
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Bees Visiting Flowers of the
By Tommy Helms
Mountains

Bee Visiting Crepe Myrtle
By George McAllister
The Crepe Myrtle has two types of anther, one that
pollinates and one that attracts bees.

Bee working
Mountain Mint

And then there is the honeydew.

Butterfly Bush
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The lessons we learn from watching our bees.
An article by Sharon Badour
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A Presentation by Mike Watson at Wing Haven Gardens
Wing Haven Gardens is located on Ridgewood Ave.
Mike is explaining the life of the honey bee to a group
of school students using the teaching hive and an
observation hive.

Check out
WingHavenGardens
Here

winghavengardens.org
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Secret Ingredient Improves Backyard Dining
Website review by johnny p.
Hello fellow beekeepers, I subscribe to the USDA Agricultural
Research Service, ARS Tellus,
a subscription service that sends me weekly news articles
from the various government agencies from across the nation. Some of
them pertain to insect research and some from other departments that
I subscribe to. And I was hoping you would find this article interesting.
The secret ingredient is called a “nano bubble marinade” or aqueous
ozone applied to our food to prevent contamination from bacteria
in our food chain.
For an inside look see and to subscribe to the USDA ARS, Tellus,
go here

Photo Courtesy USDA

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAARS/bulletins/324ba2f

Photo Courtesy USDA
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The Last Page

For This Month

Hello Fellow Beekeepers, what a wonderful month we have had. Our breakfast at the Tryon House was
exceptional. The food was great and the company even better. So don’t forget next month, August 13th will
probably be our next bee breakfast so look for a “Bee Blast” for an invite.
I would like to say “Thanks” to everyone that sent in their thoughts, articles, pics, ideas and suggestions. It
is people like you that is helping make this newsletter a success.
And I can’t express or say just how
thankful I am. This newsletter is for and by the members of MeckBees. And the next link is Laura Weber
for posting on the MeckBees website. So, “Thank You” Laura for your help.
If you are interested in helping with the “Floral Report” and would like to have fun and share your interests with the
club, e-mail me at
meckbeesbuzz@currently.com
johnny p.

Mecklenburg County Beekeepers meet the third Thursday each month at 7 P.M. at Durham Memorial Baptist
Church, 1601 Toddville Rd., Charlotte,N.C. 28214. All visitors and people interested in beekeeping are
welcome and you do not have to be a member to attend.
For more information,
visit
meckbees.org
Newsletter edited by johnny p. at
meckbeesbuzz@currently.com

And as always, “Thank You”
reading
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