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By Tommy Helms

Visiting with Tommy Helms during a
hive inspection and WOW!, check
out that brood pattern.

Tommy and his “Swarminator”, is a
contraption using compressed air
that allows him to shoot the throw ball way high up in the
air over a limb and attach a bucket to the string and pull
the bucket with a empty frame of drawn comb up to the
bees and they will usually climb into the bucket.
And viola, of course all of this takes some finesse.
Another idea is to use a sling shot, but either way sure
beats a ladder.
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Extractor Rental

This is what we have been
planning for since
last August so get on the
reserve list now.
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May in the Beeyard

By George McAlister

45

George

By George McAllister

“Increasing Honey Production”
Our meeting presentation for April 21, 2022 was by George
McAllister on “Increasing Honey Production Using Queen
Castles”.
He explains the value of a queen castle colony or nuc box in
that they supply him with queens, brood and bees.
He is able to incubate and maintain queens for future use.

The Qcc (Queen Castle Colony) or nuc work together with swarm management to increase honey production.
Giving him resources to provide weak colonies and or colonies that have swarmed the needed brood and
food to help recover .
George mentions that he likes to focus on spending more time with
each hive while keeping fewer hives rather
keeping more hives and spending less time with each hive.

Takes a lot of stress out of beekeeping.
Can overwinter enough QCC’s to reduce the need in the spring.
Minimizes taking resources from production hives.
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From last month’s Newsletter

“Does Anybody Remember This”?

The “Jimmy”
From an article in our July 2010
Newsletter

Sherron Badour sent in her answer. She
remembered his name was Jimmy Odom and he
used it to close up his
hives to prevent smashing bees.

Terry Edwards, better known as the “Mint Hill Bee”
sent in this pic of his “Jimmy” still currently in use.
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Breakfast at the Tryon House Restaurant on
April 16, 2022 The 6 A.M. shift on the left and
the 8 A.M. shift on the right.
Bee on the lookout for a “Bee Blast” with date
and time for our next breakfast meeting.
We have a lot of fun and camaraderie and
friendship. All are welcome.

Summer Solstice Party at Greg’s Place
Greg Clements has invited meckbees to his home on Lake Norman for a Summer Solstice Party on Saturday
afternoon June 25 from 12 to 5pm. This will be a time of fellowship, good food, swimming and games. Click
on the link below to sign up. I will need to know how much food to order.
Greg’s address is 2646 Cherry Lane Denver NC. Bring your own bag chair and awning for shade if you have
one. Ice tea, lemonade and bottle water will be available. If you want any other beverage, bring your own. If
anyone wants to bring a dessert please do so. Lunch will be server around 1;30
http://www.meckbees.org/summer-solstice-sign-up.html
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Our next meeting is May 19, 2022 at 7pm at Durham Memorial Baptist Church.
Greg Clements will be explaining how to make
creamed Honey. Maybe he will bring some samples. Make plans to “Bee” there.

George giving his presentation on “Increasing Honey Production” at our monthly meeting on April
21st. 2022.
We meet the third Thursday at 7 P.M. of each month at Durham Memorial Baptist Church,
1601 Toddville Rd.,
Charlotte, N.C., 28214

Visitors are welcome and for more information visit our website at
meckbees.org
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Send me your favorite beekeeping hack.
For this month.

Hello Fellow Beekeepers, johnny p. here and I would like to “Thank” Tommy Helms for his
leadership and interest in helping his fellow beekeepers and for guiding us towards
becoming better beekeepers.
And a great big “Thank You” to George McAllister for his presentation on “Increasing Honey
Production”. I had seen his presentation years earlier and it has helped my bee and honey
production soar.
And a big “Thank You” to Sherron Badour and Terry Edwards for their bringing me up to speed
on “The Jimmy”.
I could not do this without your help. So I welcome your suggestions and ideas and articles of
interest and bee yard photo’s.
Bee on the lookout for the Bee Blast for breakfast on Saturday morning.
Can’t wait to sample some of Greg’s creamed honey.

And as always, “Thank You”
for reading

Newsletter edited by johnny p. at
meckbeesbuzz@currently.com
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