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Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association
Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7 p
2219 Tyvola Road
Marion Diehl Park and Rec Building
Mailing address: 121 Hermitage Rd
Charlotte NC 28207
704-358-8075
Visit our website at

www.meckbees.org

President -
Wayne Hansen

This Month's Meeting/Program
July 16th

Vice President -
Richard Flanagan

Treasurer - .
Libby Mack Our very own Greg Clements will

be our speaker this month. Greg
Chaplain -

cene shannol LR will share with us a_bout a topic w -
beekeepers know little about—B: ¥
Vision. Come and learn about w
another curious aspect of our littlc

This months friend the honeybee.
refreshments are

provided by Lecia
Pearce & Brad
Gebert Honey Bee Word Search
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July

Remove dry supers for storage. Treat for Varroa njite:
and remember to keep track of the treatment dages

Speakers for 2009

July Greg Clements
Bee Vision

Aug Jimmy Odom
Bee Venom treatment

Demo eekeeping please

ontact Richard

Sept Richard Flanagan
Bumblebees

Oct Don Rosenburg
Organic Gardening

Nov— Wayne Hansen
Wax melting
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THE Beekeepers Ball, held Monday night at the Water Taxi Beach.in the S§
Street Seaport, was, among other things, a lesson in coalition politics.

In attendance were New York City beekeepers, aspiring New York City .
beekeepers, beekeepers not from New York City, friends of beekeepers, fri
bees people who like to dress as bees, people who like to dress their childr' |
bees, bee-dressed. children, one cross-dressing beekeeper, a couple of guzg
al.

spend much of their time dressed in armor, fans of honey, fansabfoodan
Honey bees are shaping up to be the latest urban agricultural must-have, thekyandozhickens.

team of French videographers.

The wrinkle is that beekeeping is illegal in New York City. Fines, while, reain run to $2,000.

The law is precisely why the nonprofit group Just Food organized the ball to kick offlitmtol\Week in the
city, which includes special honey menus at restaurants and a honey feshedlUatdn Square Greenmarket.

In JanuaryDavid Yassky aCity Councilmember, introduced a bill to lift the ban, written with help from Just
Food; it's ‘currently with'the Committee on Health, waiting for a hearing.

Bees may be sexy; siﬁnin petitions and phoning politicians, less so. But Jaexgée Bie director of Just
Food, clearly knows the adage about vinegar and honey.

And honey was certainly in evidence at the Water Taxi Beach: honey-coatetpphot dogs with honey
mustard and burgers in'sliced honey-glazed doughnuts.

The beer, provided by the Brooklyn brewery Kelso, was infused with city honey and whippgeztigbys for
the occasion. A vendor sold delicious honey-strawberry ice pops.

The proprietors of the Long Island Meadery were on hand, passing out samplelssyfrt}Tmﬁ' honey wine.
They usually market the stuff at Renaissarice fairs and gatheringsaedrm-enactors. Though new to the
locavore crowd, they were definitely used to serving costumed drinkers.

John Howe’s beekeeping suit was not a costume: it was his beekeeping suit, As foundeeof Yak\City
Beekeeping Meetup Group, Mr. Howe provides an online home for beekeeping. fans, and sEmm,s cl
bringing what he calls wanna-bees into the fold. When he started his first rooi#aip B002, he knew of two
or threé beekeepers in the city. Now, he knows of at least 40. Lately, he has beamgyspere time fielding
calls from the news media.

So has Andrew Coté, head of the New York City Beekeepers Association. ele oftth list of other Ameri-
can cities with strong, legal beekeeping scenes; and expressed indigrattidaw York was not among them:
“We are not followers in this city!”

Meanwhile, a 5-year-old %irl in a bright yellow bheekeeper suit Was,_unbiddmlé/dmmin out Beekeepers
Association business cards. Her brother, in a similar outfit, played in the sand. ®trear,Mara Tippett, got
the suits so the children could help with the hives at her home’in Neshanic, N.J.

Ms. Tlp%ett’s sister, Anna Bridge, is on the Pollinator Week organizing caeaniyls. Brlcljtg[g, a lawyer who
lives in Sunnyside, Queens, doesn’t want to defy the ban. “I have to live vicariouslyhtiotbeg people’s
bees,” until the law changes, she said. Jacen Bruni, another lawyer, set upradiBeyoklyn rooftop this
SRI’II’] ) ‘| kind of feel like the law doesn’t exist,” he said. “But it is’a burden, sometttadangs over your
shoulder.

Mr. Bernard emphasized that his department had no interest in playing BigBratll | want to do is keep
bees alive,” he said.

As he spoke about his duties — examining queens, checking mite levels — an appreowativef goung
beekeepers formed around him. Several expressed a longing for the kind of oeesigssistance the State
offers, and were eager to talk shop.

ﬁ\worgan asked about swarming. Swarming, Mr. Bernard pronounced, is not a prokl@mt #omething
ees do.
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Presidents BZZZZZ7 !

June was an awesome month! The party at Greg's was fantastic, the barbeque
excellent, and | can't think of another group of people I'd rather spend a pleasant Sat-
urday afternoon with. Many thanks to Margie and Greg for having us over, to Tony
Gerik for bringing some appropriate refreshment, to Lakeshore BBQ for an excellent
job of bringing the food and setting it up, and to Hernan Atencio for doing the research
to get the caterer there.

In beekeeping news, there is still time to attend the NCSBA Summer Meeting in
North Wilkesboro, NC July 9-11. Attend all or part, visit and shop with the vendors,
and possibly cool down naturally overnight in Wilkesboro. But that last is not guaran-
teed.

In my personal beekeeping news, extracting was good this year. But now that
that's over, what next? Well, raising queens, requeening, getting more equipment
ready for next year, and most importantly, getting the bees ready for winter is what's
next. Now that we've crossed the summer solstice, the days are actually getting
shorter again, so I'm thinking about what the bees will need on January 1, and trying
to get them ready for that. But it's tough when the best time to get into the hives is 6
am. Bees in the afternoon this time of year can be downright grumpy!

And along with thinking about January 1, I'm also thinking about club elections this
year. We do have two people who would like to keep beeing active in the club, with
bee school, and with beekeeping, but would like for someone else to carry the titles of
Pres and VPres. If you'd like to give it a try, please let one of the club officers
know. If you really don't want to, we may ask
anyway. We'll be glad to help in any way we can
(you know how beekeepers love to give advice!)

I'll see you around the Bee Yard!

.
Plan
BEE

So, Where are we exactly?
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To see this story with its
related links on the
guardian.co.uk site, go to
http://www.gquardian.co.uk/
environment/2009/jun/16/bees-
kew-gardens-jordans

Honeybees create a buzz at Kew year after they were wiped out by disease
Some 20,000 honeybees released in wildflower meadow at Kew Gardens to encourage people to grow bee-
friendly flowersPress Association Wednesday June 17 2009guardian.co.uk

Honeybees are making a comeback to Kew Gardens today as part of a campaign to encourage people to
grow bee-friendly flowers in their gardens.

Jordans Cereals is releasing 20,000 honeybees into two hives in a wildflower meadow at the world famous
botanical gardens in London, marking a return after a year without the insects.

Bees in Kew's hives died at the same time as many colonies across the country, with the widespread losses
thought to be as a result of problems including disease and environmental pressures.

The honeybee population has fallen by 10%-15% in the last two years, according to the government, but a
survey of British Beekeepers' Association members suggests losses could have been as high as 30% be-
tween November 2007 and March 2008.

The honeybees at Kew are part of Jordans Cereals' Big Buzz campaign which also includes a give-away of
30,000 bee-friendly lavender and rosemary plants and 5,000 packs of seeds ? equivalent to around 35 million
wildflowers. The cereal company, which has a nature-friendly farming scheme, is calling on the Highways
Agency and local councils to make publicly owned land more bee-friendly and plans to teach children about
the value of bees through exhibitions.

Annette Dalton, horticultural manager at Kew Gardens, said: "We want to do our bit to help the British honey-
bee and we hope this will show visitors to the Gardens the important interaction between plants and insects.
Without pollinators like bees, plants would not set seed and our food supplies.”

She said the wildflower display was full of bee-friendly plants such as oxeye daisy and wild clary, with winter
and spring flowering trees and shrubs nearby to feed the bees all year round.

Bill Jordan, founder of Jordans, said the relationship between bees and flowers had been damaged and peo-
ple had to step in and fill the breach: "Bees are so much more than the soundtrack to lazy summer days -
they're the most incredible of all nature's pollinators."

The campaign is supported by conservation groups, leading bee experts, celebrity chef Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall and London Mayor Boris Johnson.

Bees play a vital part in pollinating many of the crops grown in the UK, but have been hit by agricultural
changes which have reduced the availability of the wildflowers that are so important in providing food for the
insects.

Diseases such as the varroa mite have infected hives, killing the bees, while climate change and pesticide
use have also been suggested as possible factors in the insects' decline.

Research into the decline of honeybees has been boosted this year with an ?8m injection of government cash
and a 710,000 fund to map the rare British black variety. Earlier this month, several conservation and wildlife
charities launched a scheme to reintroduce the short-haired bumblebee to the UK using populations trans-
ported from New Zealand.
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We have the following equipment available for eatirsg
honey:

Extractor (manual)
* Uncapping tank (use your own excluder)
* Bucket with valve
 Electric uncapping knife

The charge is $2 per day to borrow the extractor.

You will want to use your own filters and food-geapllastic buckets.

To obtain the equipment:

* Call Jimmy Odom to arrange a time to pick it up.
Phone: (@4) 408-2726
Address: 17026 McKee Rd Charlotte NC 28278

* When you pick up the equipment, take an envetoyaecard to mail in your payment
* Return the equipmeptromptly, clean and dry
» Mail your payment in the envelope provided

With the growth of the club, there is heavy demBordhe extractor in the summer months.
There will be a waiting list, so be prepared fahart wait, and when you get the equipment,
please return it promptly so the next person orishean get it. Please don’t pass it on to
someone else who isn’t on the list. Thanks!




