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This Month’s Meeting/Program  
September 18 

      
    
 Steve Forrest from Brushy 
Mountain Bee Farm will be our 
guest speaker. He will give us 

some insights on Queens and Queen 
rearing . Come and join us as we learn 
about another important aspect of raising 
and keeping the noble honey bee. 

This months 
refreshments are 

provided by 

Robert Popoff 

Telling of the Bees 

 

 We are saddened at the loss of two of Mecklenburg County best      
beekeepers.  JD Kizer and Bob Dula both passed away recently. Both were 
active members of  the club and had many years of experience working with 
their bees. We will miss them greatly and our thoughts and prayers go out to 
their families at the loss of their loved ones. 
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Speakers for 2008 

 
 

September–Steve Forrest  
Queens 

 
October– 

Buddy Marterre  
Bee Stings 

 
Nov-Richard Flanagan 

Bumble Bees 
 

Dec—Pot Luck Dinner 
 
Jan 2009 Jeff Ritchie 
        Queen Rearing 
 
Feb 2009 Bill Bishop 
       Swarm Control 

Updates and Information 

Beekeepers Yearly Management Calendar for 

September 

Medicate with terramycin to treat for foulbrood. 

Combine weak hives to prepare for the cooler months. 

Reminder Reminder Reminder Reminder     

 

 

We need a few volunteers to help 
clean up and stack chairs after 
each monthly meeting. If you can 
help out please see Richard 
Flanagan to sign up.  We need 
the meeting space and if we don't 
keep it clean we may lose the 
right to use the Marion Diehl 
Park and Recreation  Center for 
our monthly meetings. 
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Knowing where to turn with Olympic-related queries, the inquisitive readers flooded the 
comments sections of Fourth-Place Medal's Investigative Unit requesting -- nay, demanding 
-- an answer. As usual, we exist to serve. So without further adieu, FPMIU solves the mys-
tery of the honey-toting gymnasts. 

Contrary to an apparent widely-held belief, the honey is not consumed to provide a quick 
energy boost. There are virtually hundreds of better energy boosting options that exist 
(and aren't as sticky) and, frankly, somebody who is about to execute precise movements 
while holding onto a thin, reinforced composite plastic bar probably doesn't need to be 
hopped up on sugar. 

The honey is actually used like Stick-um; to provide a better grip on certain elements in 
"hanging" events. We always see gymnasts chalk up both their apparatus (to make it easier 
to swing on) and hands (to prevent cracks in the skin). By placing a little honey on either 
their fingertips or palms (or both) gymnasts can get an even better grip on the rings or 
bars while swinging. 

Mystery: solved. (Still unsolved; why it appears to be a German bottle of honey.)  

When it comes to loving honey, Winnie the Pooh ain't got nothin' on Olympic gymnasts.  
Eagle-eyed viewers of NBC's gymnastics coverage have noticed the consistent presence of a 
honey bottle in, or around, the gymnast's chalk bucket. Collectively, they'd like to know 
what a kitchen staple is doing amongst pommel horses, uneven bars and Martha Karolyi. 

The Mystery of the Honey-toting Gymnasts 

                                USDA Awards $4.1 Million to Study Colony Collapse Disorder  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced on July 17 an award of $4 million to the University 
of Georgia to study the causes of Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) and other diseases affecting bee         
populations, whose pollination is valued at $15 billion annually to U.S. agriculture. 

"Bees are an extremely valuable contributor to the overall productivity of American agriculture, but invasive 
pests, diseases and environmental stresses are putting U.S. bees at serious risk," Agriculture Secretary Ed 
Schafer said. "This research will help beekeepers meet the pollination demand for the nation's food supply." 

The Protection of Managed Bees Coordinated Agricultural Project (CAP), funded through a four-year grant 
from USDA's Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES), aims to improve the 
health of managed bee populations in agricultural systems. The research will address genomics, breeding,  
pathology, immunology and applied ecology to explain the causes behind dwindling bee populations. Re-
searchers will work closely with the extension community and other stakeholders to develop and implement 
mitigation strategies for CCD and other significant problems. 

CSREES committed $1.7 million to honeybee and pollinator research in Fiscal Year 2007. National program 
leaders at USDA's Agricultural Research Service and CSREES developed an action plan for CCD, which is a 
long-term plan for research, extension and educational activities that are recommended to address this impor-
tant problem. Background information about CCD and the action plan is available at www.ars.usda.gov/is/br/
ccd .  
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 Well, I managed to miss the last two months.  If you’d like to write something for the Meck Bees      
newsletter, please do.  It’s nice to hear what others in the club have got to say, and we don’t always get to hear 
all the stories at the monthly meetings.  Send your articles to me if you’d like them proof-read or edited, or just 
straight to Richard for publishing as is. 
  First, this month, we’ve got to tell the bees that long-time beekeeper and member of the Mecklenburg 
Beekeepers, Jay D. Kizer stopped tending his bees in June.  I don’t think I got to meet Mr. Kizer, but I’m sure 
several of you remember him.  From what I hear, there are quite a few who miss him. 
  Only 5 months to go before bee school starts again, so we’re already making plans!  If anyone would 
like to be a bee mentor next year, please contact Gerry Mack.  The more mentors we have, the better.  Mentors 
and students are assigned by geographic location, so it should be less difficult to visit each other’s bee yards.  
And while we’re on the subject, I’ve learned the most about beekeeping by spending time with other beekeep-
ers in their bee yard, seeing how they do things, and extracting honey together.  Get out your copy of the mem-
ber roster and see who else is in your zip code and try to get to know them. 
   One more item on bee school.  For those who receive either the American Bee Journal or Bee Culture 
magazine and normally recycle it, please bring them to the monthly meeting.  We can redistribute them to   
students in class in the spring.  Just one more way to “recycle.”  If you’d like to save them up and bring a 
handful to the December meeting, that is fine as well.  I get to call and ask for free copies otherwise. 
  Now since I missed writing something in July, I do have to say that if you missed the June meeting, 
you missed a real treat.  Besides the food, Bill Bishop brought his guitar and sang a song or two.  The little 
song about Mary was a very good one.  Bill took a break at one point, and Bill Williams picked it up and also 
sang, so it was kind of a two-for-one night.  Maybe someone will bring a guitar in December as well? 
 And now for what I’ve learned about Fumagilin-B.  Fumagilin-B is used for treating nosema apis and 
nosema ceranae.  I had purchased a large bottle of it at the Spring Beekeepers conference in Burlington, but 
the bottle didn’t really come with any clear directions.  But I was reading the July 2008 Bee Culture magazine 
and saw an ad for Fumagilin-B, along with a website, www.medivet.ca.  So I checked it out.  The instructions 
there are pretty clear. 
  Half gallon of water 

Rounded teaspoon of Fumagilin-B 
8 pounds of sugar 
Yield about a gallon 
 I don't do 8 pounds very well, but figured I could just double it and use 15 pounds.  I did warm the  

water up a bit, but it should be boiling before adding the sugar as this is almost a 2:1 mix.  So here's what I 
plan to do next time... 

 One gallon of water - bring to a boil.  Remove from heat. 
Add 10 pounds of sugar and mix 
Add 2 rounded teaspoons of Fumagilin-B and mix 
Add 5 pounds of sugar and mix 
Yield around 2 gallons 
 The sugar cools the water enough so the Fumagilin-B isn't compromised. 
 I did get the 454 g bottle, so according to the directions, I should be able to make about 100 gallons of 

sugar syrup.  Based on some simple math, that should cost about $5 per gallon to treat.  The Brushy catalog 
thinks I should get about 120 gallons, so we'll see.  Simpler math says I’ve got 50-60 hives to treat.  That part 
isn’t true – only 7 at the moment. 

 

See you around the bee yard, 
Wayne Hansen 

 

Presidents BZZZZZ ! 
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 It’s Harvest Time! 
 

We have the following equipment available for extracting 
honey: 

 

• Extractor (manual) 

•  Uncapping tank (use your own excluder) 

•  Bucket with valve 

•  Electric uncapping knife 

 

The charge is $2 per day to borrow the extractor.   

You will want to use your own filters and food-grade plastic buckets. 

 

To obtain the equipment: 

• Call Sam Ritter to arrange a time to pick it up. 
    Phone:  (704) 301-2787 or (704) 364-3052 
    Address:  219 N. Sharon Amity, Charlotte 

• When you pick up the equipment, take an envelope and card to mail in your payment 

• Return the equipment promptly, clean and dry 

• Mail your payment in the envelope provided 

 

With the growth of the club, there is heavy demand for the extractor in the summer months.  
There will be a waiting list, so be prepared for a short wait, and when you get the equipment, 
please return it promptly so the next person on the list can get it.  Please don’t pass it on to 
someone else who isn’t on the list.  Thanks! 
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•         Participants bring one jar of honey (prefer pint or pound).  The jars should be labeled 
with the beekeepers name. 

•         If a beekeeper has already sold out their honey they can bring an interesting jar of 
other honey with their name on it 

•         One jar per customer 

•         Participants receive a numbered ticket like a raffle ticket in exchange for delivering 
their honey 

•         All the honey goes on a table to be admired and inspected 

•         After all the honey is in we draw numbers one at a time from the raffle ticket stubs 

•         When a participant’s number is called, they can come up and select a jar of honey 
until they are all swapped. 

 

Should take about 10-15 minutes and spark some beekeeper banter:  “Why’s your honey so 
dark or light?”  “You get how much for this jar?”  “Ever consider using clean jars?”  “I’ve always 
wanted to see why (insert curmudgeonly beekeeper’s name here) thinks his/her honey is so 
special”  “is that a wax moth?”….. 

 

Bring your favorite honey and lets make it a chance to see everyone’s harvested honey. 

Honey Swap for September Meeting 


