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Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association 

Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7 pm 
2219 Tyvola Road 

Marion Diehl Park and Rec Building 
Mailing address: 121 Hermitage Rd Charlotte NC 

28207 
704-358-8075 

Visit our website at  

www.meckbees.org 

President - 
   Wayne Hansen 
 
Vice President - 
  Richard Flanagan 
 
Treasurer - 
      Libby Mack 
 
Chaplain - 
     Gene Shannon 

This Month’s Meeting/Program  
December 18th 

      
The  Holiday potluck is 
scheduled for the December 
meeting. Bring a dish to share 

and come and spend an evening swapping 
thoughts and stories of our past year in 
beekeeping. 

This months 
refreshments are 

provided by 

All of us 

Bee School Is Coming! 
 
Bee School 2009 starts February 3!  Registration is now open to current 
members so if you want to attend don't delay, send in your registration form 
(elsewhere in the newsletter) and payment today.  And, tell all your friends 
and neighbors to join us for this year's class.   Registration for 
non-members will begin December 15 and the class may fill up fast. 
 
Do you have new or gently used equipment or books to donate?  Door prizes 
are greatly appreciated by the class and make for lively discussions. 
Please bring donated items to the December or January meeting. 
 
Finally, if you are interested in mentoring a new beekeeper please contact  
Steve or Julie Morgan. 
803-547-0975 or  smorgan01@comporium.net 



Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association 

 
Speakers for 2008 

 
Dec—Pot Luck Dinner 
 
Jan 2009 Jeff Ritchie 
        Queen Rearing 
 
Feb 2009 Bill Bishop 
       Swarm Control 
 
March 2009 Christopher 
Horrigan  Bee Research on 
bomb sniffing bees 
 
April 2009 Don Hopkins\ 
     Bee disease updates 
 
May 2009 Gary Cathey 
       Mead Making 

Updates and Information 

Beekeepers Yearly Management Calendar for 
December 

Make repairs on your equipment, assemble new 
equipment and ventilate the hives 1/8th inch at 

front of hive cover. 
The biggest news these days is the demonstration by 
British Beekeeperswho swarmed over parliament: 
Honey bees are an underpinning component of the 
British countryside — whether it's heather        
moorland, a hedgerow, an orchard or a field of 
beans," said Paul Temple, vice president of the    
National Farmers' Union. The government spends 
1.5million pounds ($2.4 million) on beekeeping 
each year, but only 200,000 pounds ($320,000) of it 
goes to research. The beekeepers' association is  
calling for research funding to rise to 1.6 million 
pounds ($2.6 million) a year.                             
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20081105/ap_on_re_eu/
eu_britain_disappearing_bees 



Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association Presidents BZZZZZ ! 

December 2008 
Reviewing the Beekeeping Calendar from the meckbees.org web site, I really like the De-
cember “to do” of catching up on reading.  Hope you all have a chance to do that.  There 
were a lot of announcements this month, most were made at the meeting.  Some need to 
be made again because they may in some way affect you. 
 
1. Sam Ritter has done a fabulous job for the bee club in handling the extractor for us for 
quite a few years.  But the time has come for that to be handed off to someone else.  
Jimmy Odom has volunteered for that.  We do thank Sam as best we can for the years of 
help, and hope that his supers will always be full. 
2. The December meeting is the Christmas party!  I did forget to mention this at the last 
meeting.  So hopefully the bees will all be snug and warm and we can get together and 
talk about them. 
3. The current swarm list on the web site is being updated.  Contact Leslie Carlson if you 
wish to be on the swarm list in 2009.  There should be more on that elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 
4. At our monthly meetings and at each bee school, we need to count how many are in 
attendance and let Marion Diehl know.  This has been requested by the park, and it seems 
easy enough to comply. 
5. Bee school is coming up.  Please let Steve Morgan know if you would like to be a 
mentor this year.  We could probably use as many as 15 mentors. 
6. The by-laws state that we should have an election in December.  Chip Edwards, Carl 
Albrecht, and Tony Gerick are the nominating committee.  If you know anyone who 
seems qualified for one of the   positions, please contact them and verify they would be 
interested in the position, and then let the    nominating committee know. 
 
I have enjoyed being the club president this year, and have gotten to know quite a few 
more people than I knew before.  There are still some faces I see that I don’t have names 
for yet, but hopefully I will get there soon.  I have definitely learned a lot about bees and 
beekeeping and even beekeepers.  If I had to say what the most important thing I’ve had 
to learn is, I’d probably say that what works in your beeyard 
may not be what works in my beeyard.  I’ve also learned  
that I can’t read all the articles in the bee  magazines.  I’ve 
been taking the same approach with bee books as well.  And 
always carry a camera, you never know what you’ll see!  (I 
saw three yellow jacket queens ready for over-wintering   
recently and didn’t have that camera.) 
 
Looking forward to spring already, 
Wayne Hansen 



Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association 

Subject: My First Colony of Feral Bees 

    Hi Guys, coming in from Charleston on Friday afternoon about 4;30 a friend called to tell me they had cut a big oak tree and found 
a bee colony. Linda and I drove over to the site and found the colony deep inside a 28 inch log. (7:30 P.M.)The log had been cut dead 
center of the colony. We covered the log (hive) with a heavy canvas. The temp was to get to 18* Friday nite. (Had boats winterized 
before I left Charleston)   

  Saturday AM,      OK, we strapped both halves of the log together and stood it up. Walked onto trailer and carried home, maybe a 
mile to house.  Covered top of log and sealed saw cut around middle. Reduced entrance to reduce cold winds. By this time bees had 
settled in and were checking out new surroundings. Outside temps were in the 40"s and low 50's so there were few bees flying. 
Maybe 6 to 12 at any one time. There is no way we could have taken them from the tree and placed them in a hivebody without 
losing most of the colony due to cold temps. More than likely we will lose this colony due to stress, but we tried.   We have tried to 
restore their original habitat till spring at which time we will move them to a hivebody.      Would like to note that all bees were 
docile, several landed on my hands, crawled around and flew off. None  were agressive nor did I get stung. Tasted some of the hon-
eycomb which was dark honey and not real sweet.  

Your friend and pal and beekeeper and clockfixer and truckdriver, 

Johnny P  

PS: Am guessing this colony had maybe 1500 bees and we lost 500.  



Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association 

Wicwas Press has released a reprinting of GM Doolittles, Scientific Queen 
Rearing. G. M. Doolittle is often called the Father of Modern Queen Rearing, 
having developed the method of transferring young larvae from worker brood 
cells to special wax cups he fashioned from rods from wooden rakes. Having 
spent over two decades to develop the methods, reviewing other methods, and 
evaluating the results, he finished the book on Christmas, 1888. The book was 
published by the American Bee Journal in 1889 and reprinted in 1899. See more 
athttp://wicwas.com/ 

It is never too early to talk about swarms and swarm catching !!   

We are updating now before the swarm season begins our Mecklenburg 
County beekeepers Swarm list for 2009. 

Leslie from our bee club is kind of enough to head this project up. We need 
some help from those willing and able to catch swarms in our county and 
possible outside our areas too. 

Leslie needs the following info in order to complete the list 

They need to let  her know their contact info, what areas they are willing to 
collect from, if they collect from structures, how high up they are willing to 
go, and anything else they may find pertinent 

An example would be 

I M Beekeeper  704-123-4567  willing to get swarms South Charlotte area 
only. No high swarms. Please call 9-5 pm 

Contact Leslie at  704-525-9481 to give this info as soon as possible. 



Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association 

DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES 

Yes, it's that time of year, time to renew your membership in our county association, and if you're not 
yet a member of the North Carolina State Association, consider joining up there, too. Both             
organizations deliver great value for your membership dollars, so support your beekeeping           
associations. 

Mail this form and your check made out to Mecklenburg County Beekeepers to: 

Mecklenburg County Beekeepers 121 Hermitage Rd Charlotte NC 28207 

You can also get discounts of 20-25% on Bee Culture and American Bee Journal. 

See Libby for a coupon or to pay directly for the subscription. 

Mecklenburg County Beekeepers Association 

Please Print Clearly 

Name _________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________ 

              _________________________________________________ 

City __________________________ State ________Zip ___________ 

Phone __________________________Email __________________________ 

Send newsletter via ____ email (thanks!) _____ paper 

Number of hives: _________ 

Today's Date ________________Membership Year 2009 

Bee School $30 _______ I am registering for Bee School 

Includes 1 year membership in County Association 

I heard about the bee school from ________________ 

County Association $5 I am a _______ New Member 

                                                _______ Renewing Member 

State Association $15 I am a _______ New Member 

                                               _______ Renewing Member 

Total Payment 
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We have the following equipment available for extracting 
honey: 

 

· Extractor (manual) 

•  Uncapping tank (use your own excluder) 

•  Bucket with valve 

•  Electric uncapping knife 

 

The charge is $2 per day to borrow the extractor.   

You will want to use your own filters and food-grade plastic buckets. 

 

To obtain the equipment: 

• Call Jimmy Odom to arrange a time to pick it up. 
    Phone:  (704) _588-2999______ 
    Address:  _____________________ 

• When you pick up the equipment, take an envelope and card to mail in your payment 

• Return the equipment promptly, clean and dry 

• Mail your payment in the envelope provided 

 

With the growth of the club, there is heavy demand for the extractor in the summer months.  
There will be a waiting list, so be prepared for a short wait, and when you get the equipment, 
please return it promptly so the next person on the list can get it.  Please don’t pass it on to 
someone else who isn’t on the list.  Thanks! 

 


