


Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association

URGENT MEETING LOCATION INFO

Our usual location at Marion Diehl is no longer available so we have had to make
some adjustments.

We may be meeting in different locations for the balance of 2010 so please watch for
announcements.

THE NEW LOCATION FOR THE MARCH MEETINGS IS

Mouzon United Methodist Church

3100 Selwyn Avenue
(corner of Woodlawn and Selwyn)
Charlotte, NC 28209




Updates and Information

Beekeepers Yearly Management Calendar for March

Medicate with Fumidil B for Nosema Control

Speakers for 2010

March 2010 - Jeff Drone
Wing Haven

April 2010 - Rick Boon
Stop the Sting

May 2010 - Greg Clements
First 30 Days of a Queen

June - Summer Potluck &

Bob Blackwelder
Honey Extracting Bottling

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Tm5vt07W2n4
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Swarm list for 2010

We are updating the clubs Swarm list and need your
input.

If you need to update, add, delete or change any info on
the current list go to www.meckbees.org and click on
the swarm list tab first to see if the information is
correct. If you need to delete, add or change please
email:

Leslie at kandlcarlson @bellsouth.net

Remember this is a service that many people rely on to
help remove swarms. Let us be a good neighbor and
helper in their time of need.

Y

B9 [This is one of Dillon Griffin's hives. This
— " |was a colony that went into winter fairly
- |strong, last checked in November and
has lots of stores...checkout the capped
& [honey on the other end of the frame.
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Swarm Prevention & Russian Colony Swarm Control
By: Michelle Fedele & Bill Bishop

During the first year of a queen's life the colony has little incentive to swarm, unless the hive is
very crowded. During her second spring, however, she seems to be programmed to swarm.
Without beekeepers swarm prevention colonies will most likely swarm. When a hive swarms, up
to 40% of the bees leave the hive. And the swarming occurs just before or during the prime
nectar flow, leaving no time for the hive to rebuild its numbers. That hive will produce little if
any surplus honey that year. If you want honey production, you don't want swarming.

Russian Colonies start slower but when pollen and nectar become available the queen be-
comes very active and the swarm buildup process begins and takes off quickly. The workers
draw out foundation quickly and the queen fills up the frames fast. When weather becomes
warmer at consistent rate the cluster doesn’t contract and expand so the queen may lay a
larger pattern. As a result you may have up to 2,500 workers emerging each day. Russian
bees build very quickly. Beekeepers accustomed to managing Italian honey bees will be
tempted to miscalculate the potential for Russian colonies to rather rapidly grow from a
small surviving colony to a large thriving colony needing more space to prevent swarming. If
the queen can’'t find open space the hive will swarm.

Beekeepers need to learn to get space on earlier and open the brood nest by moving
brood out. Making nucs and equalizing hives opens the brood nest; place open combs
when you remove excess brood. Note that with Russians, swarming is not delayed while the
workers build swarm cells. Russians already have them. Recognizing when Russian honey
bees are ready to swarm may be difficult because seeing swarm cells does not hold a lot of
significance with Russian colonies because, they often carry “just in case cells” which are
constantly being torn down and rebuilt. One of the most interesting traits of the Russians is
their insistence on building and maintaining supercedure queen cells. They maintain these
cells all season long; it is actually a good survival trait. Should a hive lose its queen the hive
has a new queen already going as opposed to taking an egg and starting at day one or
two. Best practice is to leave the queen cells alone, check for eggs. A queen getting ready
to swarm will stop laying. Russians will normally keep their queen cell in the upper third of the
brood frame. If | see queen cells on the bottom of the frame | freat this as a hive about to
swarm. The workers will occasionally tear down and move the “just in case queen

cell”. They do not normally allow the new queen to mature unless the hive needs her. Also
seeing a new queen does not signify the hive has swarmed or is preparing to swarm. About
10% of all colonies carry two laying queens.

Swarming typically begins from the middle of February to March and can last through May.
Typically for Mecklenburg County it starts as early as mid February and goes until April,
weather often affects the timing of swarming. It also often occurs immediately prior to nec-
tar flow. Keep in touch with local beekeepers and beekeepers from local associations to
help determine the swarming time to that particular season. There are numerous practices
for swarm management that is practiced with all varieties of honey bees. | will be addressing
three popular ways to prevent swarmes.

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

Removal of the Brood- removing the excess brood alleviates the crowded condition and relieves the need
to swarm. If you have 3-4 frames full of brood remove the excess brood and place in nuc. Make sure
the excess brood has eggs on it and queen cells would even bee better. The queenless nuc may pro-
duce another queen or you may introduce a new one. Make sure the queen is not on the excess
frames pulled. Replace the frames with drawn comb if you have it for faster production. Move the old
colony away with queens and place the nuc where the old colony was so the foraging bees will return

and help make the

nuc stronger. Honey production will not suffer as much since you are not splitting the

hive but just removing a few frames. So you gain a hive and prevent swarming.

Timely Supering- Placing supers above the brood chamber before nectar flows. There should be plenty of
room for the bees to store honey as the nectar is brought in thereby reducing the urge to swarm. This
doesn’t keep the queen from laying in the supers if she needs more room but is efficient to prevent
swarming and keep a productive honey flow.

Reversal of Hive Bodies- To reverse brood chambers with empty comb; first remove the top super contain-
ing the queen and the colony, placing it on a spare bottom board. Then place all supers with dry comb
above the super with the queen, the bees, and the brood. When you reverse the hive bodies the
qgueen willimmediately start fravelling right up to the top and into the empty comb and start laying
thousands and thousands of eggs.

Remember swarm management is a little different depending on what type of honey bee and location you
have. New management techniques can be fun and keep you on your feet as you get ready for the honey
flow. The secret is to know what is going on in your hives; read your hives like a book.
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5 Ty Special Promotion for MBC Members

Complete Hives include 2 Brood boxes with waxed frames (Deep; Medium; or Deep/Shallow), Bottom

For more information contact: Randall York (704) 17-6190 (704) 517-6190

cIoisterhonex@cIoisterhonev.com

Complete Hives Ready For Bees by April 1st
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Board, solid and screened inner covers and outer cover
Also available: Shallow (honey) supers w/ 10 waxed frames
Mann Lake Hive Top Feeder (Mann Lake)

4 foot Hive Stand - holds 2 hives (4 foot)

Deep Work Boxes
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Hives stayin’ alive

Dancing bees’ ‘stop signal” warns of peril, UCSD research says
By Scott LaFee, UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Friday, February 12, 2010 at 12:04 a.m.

SAN DIEGO — Scientists have spent decades studying waggling bees, individuals in every colony that dance and vibrate to tell
others where food can be found.

As it turns out, the bees butting heads with the wagglers to make them stop dancing may be just as important. The interruption is a
“stop signal” — a warning to steer clear of a place with predators or competing bees.

Why is this significant?

Studies of bee waggling have led to profound discoveries about the complex communication patterns of some highly social insects,
helped beekeepers improve their operations and earned an Austrian zoologist a 1973 Nobel Prize.

The anti-waggling discovery, by UCSD professor James Nieh, also may be historic: It’s only the second known example of a so-
phisticated insect society using “negative feedback” — signals that tell others to stop a behavior.

“People hadn’t given too much thought about the role of negative feedback in superorganisms like beehives,” said Nieh, whose
research was published yesterday in the journal Current Biology. “This makes one wonder what else is possible, and not just among
bees.”

Perhaps nothing gets a hive buzzing more than news of a rich new source of nectar and pollen. Incoming worker bees describe their
discovery by performing a waggle dance, a series of choreographed movements intended to recruit and direct other bees to the
fruitful site.

Scientists were perplexed by other bees that would interrupt the performance, seemingly to beg for a sample of the food.

Nieh, who teaches biology at the University of California San Diego, came up with a different explanation. The interruptions aren’t
food requests, he said, but a warning that the promise of nectar and pollen at a particular site comes with the danger of predators or
too many competitors.

“The honeybee’s system of collective foraging, already unbelievably complex for a creature with a brain the size of a grass seed, is
even more complex than was previously realized,” said Gene Robinson, a professor of entomology at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.

Negative feedback makes sense, Nieh said. “If a bee visits a location where she’s attacked by other bees or where there are preda-
tors like spiders, she’s not going to want her nest mates to go to that same location and confront the same risks,” he added.

The stop signals in a superorganism — a biological collection of individuals that behave as a unit, such as bees, ants and termites
— are significant and surprising, experts said.

“The only other known example is of an ant species that puts down a chemical signal at the beginning of an old trail to indicate it
no longer leads to a food source,” Nieh said.

The UCSD study was conducted in 2007, with Nieh and colleagues meticulously monitoring a research hive on campus. The re-
searchers marked some worker bees with dabs of paint or tiny stickers. Then they exposed them to simulated dangers at feeding
sites away from the hive, such as “alarm” pheromones that are produced when bees from other hives are nearby, or mechanical
pricks to their legs to simulate spider bites.

When these worker bees returned to the hive, the researchers recorded their visual and acoustic behaviors. The bees targeted other
waggle-dancing bees that had visited the same site and were now recruiting nest mates to go there.
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It's Harvest Timel

We have the following equipment available for extracting
honey:

Extractor (manual)

* Uncapping tank (use your own excluder)

Bucket with valve

Electric uncapping knife

The charge is $2 per day to borrow the extractor.

You will want to use your own filters and food-grade plastic buckets.

To obtain the equipment:

e Call Jimmy Odom to arrange a time to pick it up.
Phone: (704) 408-2726
Address: 17026 McKee Rd Charlotte NC 28278

* When you pick up the equipment, take an envelope and card to mail in your payment
* Return the equipment promptly, clean and dry

* Mail your payment in the envelope provided

With the growth of the club, there is heavy demand for the extractor in the summer months.
There will be a waiting list, so be prepared for a short wait, and when you get the equipment,
please return it promptly so the next person on the list can get it. Please don’t pass it on to
someone else who isn’t on the list. Thanks!






