Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association
Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7 pm at
3100 Selwyn Avenue
(corner of Selwyn and Woodlawn)
Mailing address: 121 Hermitage Rd Charlotte NC 2820
7043588075
Visit our website at

www.meckbees.org

-

—
Pr\?\/s;yﬁgtHansen This MonthOs Meetlnq/Proqram

August 19th

Vice President
Greg Clements

Marty Ivey, from lvey Pest
Treasurer- Tz .
Libby Mack « Control, will be our guest speaker. He own

Chaplain-

This months refreshments | | of various insects that we encounter in

are provided by Mecklenburg County.
Gina and Lyle Harris

S

&>, and operates a local pest control company| and
Jimmy Odom ' has many years experience dealing with al
types of insects. He will share his knowledge

Inside The White HouseBees!
June 23, 2010

Wwww.whitehouse.gov/photesndvideo/video/insidevhite-housebees

Visit this web site to learn how the bees are doing at the White
House in Washington DC

beehive on the South Lawn is a first for the White

ver Washington and provide honey for the White Hou
itchen. Take a look at this year's colony, estimated at
ieabout 70,000 bees, and listen to how the idea for a bes
on the South Lawn came about.

President Barack Obama leads Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, center, and Vice President doeaBilanof the White Hoe
Kitchen Garden following their meeting in the Oval Office, July 1, 2010. (Official White House Phétete Souza)

iHouse. The busy bees pollinate the kitchen garden, roEa all
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Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association

MEETING LOCATION INFO

Our usual location at Marion Diehl is no longer available so we have had to make
some adjustments. We may be meeting in different locations for the balance of 2010
so please watch for announcements.

Mouzon United Methodist Church

3100 Selwyn Avenue
(corner of Woodlawn and Selwyn)

Charlotte, NC 28209

VVandal Uses Pesticide To Kill 200,000 Honeybees

The Associated Press
SAN FRANCISCON A beekeeper says someone deliberately wiped out two hives in San Fran-
cisco, using a household pesticide to kill 200,000 honeybees.

Karen Peteros says the two mature bee colonies kept at Hayes Valley Farm were destroyed this
week. Her nonprofit San Francisco Bee-Cause placed the hives on the farm as part of an urban pollination project.

Peteros says household pesticide was sprayed into vents on the sides of the hives. The dead bees were discovered
Tuesday and a police report was filed.

Organizers of the farm believe the attack was not the result of teenagers but instead an adult who lives nearby.

Information from: San Jose Mercury News, http://www.Sjmercury.com

_ Beekeeping classes from Medina, Ohio, to the suburbs of Washir
7 A D.C., and New York are seeing an unexpected shift in enroliment
Numbers are way up as thousands of novices take up the hobby.
who are these new beekeepers? Increasingly, they're women.

"The surge has really been with younger, urban women," explains longtime instructor Kim Flottum, wh
teaches beekeeping in Medina.

Flottum estimates that there are about 100,000 backyard beekeepers across the United Stat@sibErsict
are hard to pin down. But subscriptions to the publicaBiea Cultureare on the rise. And when Flottum pu
lished a howto bookN An Absolute Beginner's Guide to Keeping Bees in Your Yard and Gird#n000
people snapped up copies. The book is aimed at making the hobby easier and using more lightweight
ment.
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Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association

Updates and Information

Beekeepers Yearly Management Calendar for August

Reqgueen the hives with good quality Queens.

Speakers for 2010

:: The Mouzon United Methodist Church, the church pf,é
22 viding our meeting space, are having tleinual fund ¢
August - I\/Iarty |vey :: raising Bazaar, Craft Sale and Thrift Shop in Octo- : )
Pest Identification ,v ber. If you have things to donate to help say OThanksO

. <; for our meeting space, contact Sally Rose at5ZB
SepbLibby Mack " 2556 and tell her you are with the Beekeepeghe

2nd year Beekeeping { will make an appointment to meet you at the church;
OctbLeslie and Ken Carlson :, g_rop off_your donationsSome |deqs are furniture, ﬂ
. ¥ kitchen items, household decorative items, toys, gare
Candle making <: crafts, etc. You can drop off items between now anc
v« the end of September (by appointment)
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Great News |

We are now an authorized
% dealer of Brushy Mountain
tagpgastt®™ Bee Farm

Want to avoid shipping charges? Tired of taking a 3-hour
round trip to the mountains to pick up equipment and
supplies? Place your orders through us!

Convenient delivery schedules with no additional
charge to you .

For more information contact: Randall York (704) 517-6190
cloisterhoney@cloisterhoney.com




Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association

PresidentOs Buzzzzzzzz

Seems like years ago when we had that bitterly cold winter. The days have been
so hot that itOs very hard to work bees without overworking the beekeeper. | have

heard of one case where a person who came to visit a beeyard was overcome with some
heat exhaustion. Remember that if you think youQOre thirsty, it might be too late. |
learned a long time ago to drink bottled water through a veil. And | can move the veil
enough to get to my coffee as well. Stay hydrated.

In other beehive news, | heard the summer meeting was well attended again, and
| know of several people who are attending the Eastern Apicultural Society meeting in
Boone next week. Unfortunately | have had to miss both of those events this year, but
| have been getting some good apitherapy in on my elbows the last few weeks. | have
one hive that seems particularly interested in my elbows for some reason. They seem
especially interested in those elbows leaving. One other strange sensation has been
that as the bees have been so starved for water lately, that a few come and pick up a
few drops of sweat off my arm when I1Ove been in them recently. | can remember when
that would not have even been allowed, partly due to anxiety, partly due to gloves and
a long sleeve shirt. Now | generally work the bees in a short sleeve shirt, though that
one hive has me thinking about the long sleeve shirt again.

In other club news, we still need some people to get together and look around for
a place to meet next year. It is possible that the committee could recommend we stay
right where we are. WeOve had good participation this year from volunteers, we just
need a few more.

And in my personal beeyard, itOs been two weekends now of powdered sugar for
\varroa for most of the hives. One or two are skipped for various reasons. Some are
targets for requeening. Some are building comb to help a few nucs have a chance at
getting through the winter. A couple of hives appear to be bringing in some nectar from
somewhere. They all have entrance reducers on to prevent robbing. And | check on
some bee school mentees every chance | get. There is just so much to learn keeping
bees, and for some reason most of us do it in a silo, without outside input. | realize that
IOm not atwo -beehive beekeeper any more, but IOm still not at the point where the
hobby pays for itself. There are ways to do that, and there are some in the club who
have done that.

At any rate, nobody has taken me up on last monthOs offer of using that paint-
brush yet, so 10l have to get busy painting again soon. Got a few more queens coming
and need to have some houses ready. My own house needs a little paint too. Also got
an email this evening about a swarm in the same location | picked one up earlier this
year. Need to see about picking those up on the way to work in the morning. And the
weeds in the garden really need some attention. Once those are out of there 10Il start to
think about planting a bit of spinach and other greens for the fall and winter.

See you around the Bee Yard and Garden!
\Wayne
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T e Study Links Bee Decline To Cell Phones

o http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/europe/06/30/bee.decline.mobile.phones/
o index.htmliref=allsearch&fbid=CRpp78vNQtN#fbid=xNbdWyuGjMC

b
London, England (CNN) --

A new study has suggested that cell phone radiation may be contributing to declines in bee populations in
some areas of the world. Bee populations dropped 17 percent in the UK last year, according to the British Bee Asso-
ciation, and nearly 30 percent in the United States says the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Parasitic mites called varroa, agricultural pesticides and the effects of climate change have all been implicated in
what has been dubbed "colony collapse disorder" (CCD). But researchers in India believe cell phones could also be
to blame for some of the losses.

In a study at Panjab University in Chandigarh, northern India, researchers fitted cell phones to a hive and
powered them up for two fifteen-minute periods each day.

After three months, they found the bees stopped producing honey, egg production by the queen bee halved, and the
size of the hive dramatically reduced.

It's not just the honey that will be lost if populations plummet further. Bees are estimated to pollinate 90 commercial
crops worldwide. Their economic value in the UK is estimated to be $290 million per year and around $12 billion in
the U.S.

Andrew Goldsworthy, a biologist from the UK's Imperial College, London, has studied the biological effects

of electromagnetic fields. He thinks it's possible bees could be affected by cell phone radiation.

The reason, Goldsworthy says, could hinge on a pigment in bees called cryptochrome.

"Animals, including insects, use cryptochrome for navigation," Goldsworthy told CNN.

"They use it to sense the direction of the earth's magnetic field and their ability to do this is compromised by radia-
tion from [cell] phones and their base stations. So basically bees do not find their way back to the hive."
Goldsworthy has written to the UK communications regulator OFCOM suggesting a change of phone frequencies
would stop the bees being confused.

Olt's possible to modify the signal coming from the [cell] phones and the base station in such a waythat it
doesn't produce the frequencies that disturb the cryptochrome molecules," Goldsworthy said.

"So they could do this without the signal losing its ability to transmit information."

But the UK's Mobile Operators Association -- which represents the UK's five mobile network operators -- told CNN:
"Research scientists have already considered possible factors involved in CCD and have identified the areas for
research into the causes of CCD which do not include exposure to radio waves."

Norman Carreck, Scientific director of the International Bee research Association at the UK's University of Sussex
says it's still not clear how much radio waves affect bees.

"We know they are sensitive to magnetic fields. What we don't know is what use they actually make of them. And no
one has yet demonstrated that honey bees use the earth's magnetic field when navigating," Carreck said.

ST August 21st 2010 is National Honeybee Awareness
Day . Visit the website to learn more about how to

h‘ﬁl m,u:,’:, “promote honeybees in a kind yet informative way.
qu-l:.l !:-l_-p

 National Hongy Bee http://nhbad.com/
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For more details on building the hive stands, please look at our June 6,
2010 post. http://wildthingsinabox.wordpress.com/2010/06/06/

building -a-hive-stand-on-plan-bee/

My son and his friend had their beehives in different locations in the Greens-
boro, NC areaWith our hive stand ready, they were anxious to move their
beehives to Plan Be&so far so goodTheir plan was to wait until late evening
when all of the foraging bees shoulddzek in the hive; screen the entrance to
each hiveand then move the beehive®ne little problem, someone forgot to
tell the bees.As many a mentor has told us new beekeepers, bees will bee
bees.

So at 10:30 in the eveningvhen all good bees should be in their beehive and
asleep, their bees weren®bu see since it was a bit warm some of the bees
were on the outside of the hive cooling off and fanning themseldesit to

do? Wait? Use a large net around the hiveld®, our anxious Greensboro
beekeepers decided to go full steam ahead with the move.

As it was told to me, everyone was suited up in their nifty bee sllitsse
suits are the ones with gloves, veils and white clothing tlsinig resis-

tant. So they went and loaded up the beehives into the back of the pickup with-

out screening in the beebleedless to say neither the bees inside the hive nor
the cooling bees on the outside were too happy about the fiovehow their
displeasure they stung our Greensboro beekeepers through their stingproof
suits. Was that love in the air, no it was a swarmbefes.

So if you can picture a couple of guys driving a pickup in bee suits with the
veils over their heads and a swarm of bees following the pickup, that was the
picture that evenindlhis is the way NOT to move a beehive, HAbelieve it

was about midnight when the last beehive was settled in and the stinging
stopped.If you see some fellows in the Greensboro area driving around in
little white suits it could be our aforementioned beekeepers.

Happy Trails all and keep your hive tools sharp and your veils fightu are

moving your bees when they arenOt all in the hive, that tight veil thing may just 1]

help

Farmers Need Bees

If the sole purpose of a bee was to make honey, {
haps the decline of bees wouldn't be so troubling.
these tiny workers are hugely important to our fod
supply. They pollinate billions of dollars worth of
fruits and vegetables every year.

Think about your own diet today. Have you eaten
apple, a cucumber, some blueberries or almonds
These foods wouldn't end up on our tables if it we
for the work of bees.

There are almost 900 commercial beekeepers in
United States. Dave Hackenberg is among them.
Farmers pay him to bring his hives to their fields.
drives his beehives to sites all over the country, fr
cranberry bogs in New England to almond groves|
California, so the bees can pollinate these crops.

"I'm on the road in Pennsylvania,” Hackenberg to

me when | reached him on his cell phone last we¢

He was delivering his bees to some pumpkins. W
out the bees, the pumpkins just wouldn't grow righ
They would be lopsidel or really smalN and the
farmer wouldn't get enough pumpkins to make it
worth his time. So you can see why farmers need
bees.

But Hackenberg says it's becoming harder for cor
mercial beekeepers to make a good living. He's I

bunch of hives to the colony collapse phenomenagn.

"When you're losing thousands of them [hives] an
you've got to replace them on a yearly basis, then
tough."”

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is trying to he
It has handed out $6 million in emergency assistd|
this summer to beekeepers who have lost their hi
Meanwhile, scientists are still trying to figure out
Wwhat's causing bee colony collapse. The latest thi
ing is that some combination of viruses, mites, pe
cides and climate change may be weakening bee
immune systems.

For now, there's plenty of honey to go around, thg
in part to the enthusiasm of urban beekeepers.
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Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association

1tOs Harvest Time!

We have the following equipment available for extracting
honey:

x Extractor (manual)

¥ Uncapping tank (use your own excluder)
¥ Bucket with valve

¥ Electric uncapping knife

The charge is $2 per day to borrow the extractor.

You will want to use your own filters and fogplade plastic buckets.

To obtain the equipment:

¥ Call George McAllister to arrange a time to pick it up.
Phone: (704) 579169
geomcallister@hotmail.com

¥ When you pick up the equipment, take an envelope and card to mail in your payment
¥ Return the equipmeptomptly, clean and dry
¥ Mail your payment in the envelope provided

With the growth of the club, there is heavy demand for the extractor in the summer months.
There will be a waiting list, so be prepared for a short wait, and when you get the equipment,
please return it promptly so the next person on the list can get it. Please donOt pass it on to
someone else who isnOt on the list. Thanks!




