Mecklenburg Beekeepers Association
Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7 pm
2219 Tyvola Road
Marion Diehl Park and Rec Building
Mailing address: 121 Hermitage Rd Charlotte NC 28297
704-358-8075
Visit our website at

www.meckbees.org

President -
Wayne Hansen

Vice President -
Richard Flanagan

Our Pot Luck Dinner is the
scheduled event for this
month. Bring a meal to share
as we break bread and sit
down to a great time of
fellowship and good eats. We
welcome all beekeepers and their families
to join us this month.

Treasurer -
Libby Mack

Chaplain -

This months
refreshments are
provided by

All of Us

Here is an interesting article sent in by one of adocal beekeepers on the cause of
CCD:

http://www.treehugger.com/files/2008/05/bees-plankh-canaries-blame.php

The article is titled

Bees, Plankton, and Canaries: Who is to blame: Them or Us?
by John Laumer, Philadelphia




Updates and Information

Beekeepers Yearly Management Calendar fg
June

Harvest Honey crop. Replace wet supers on hivep fo
the bees to clean up.

I’m looking for a beekeeper to
Speakers for 2008 place hives on my 200 acre
farm in Mooresville, North
Carolina. Any information is

June—Summer Potluck greatly appreciated!

July— David Crowe Tracy Waugh

Critter Control twaugh@windstream.net

August— Joe Flowers (704) 907-2804
NC State University
Apiary Division

September—Steve Forrest
Queens

October—
Buddy Marterre
Bee Stings
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Good wishes go out to Jim Calandro and his wife Anrwho took Bee School
with us in 2007. Jim has been fighting lymphoma foalmost a year, and has
just this week completed a bone marrow transplantiurrah!). His website
Is www.caringbridge.com/visit/capo You can keeppuwith his progress

and post messages for him there .

i guess the pollén count is a bit
high today, huh_ sir>"
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From the Associated Press and CNN:
Charles Heatherly

SAN FRANCISCO, California (AP) -- A survey of bee health releaseddayeevealed a grim picture, with
36.1 percent of the nation's commercially managed hives lost since last year.

Bees are dying at unsustainable levels, the president of the Apiarytbrspg#fcAmerica says.
Last year's survey commissioned by the Apiary Inspectors of Amenica flosses of about 32 percent.

As beekeepers travel with their hives this spring to pollinate crops around the cosnttgaitthe insects
are buckling under the weight of new diseases, pesticide drift and old enemibs likadsitic varroa mite,
said Dennis vanEngelsdorp, president of the group.

This is the second year the association has measured colony deaths acrossrihd b@nteans there
aren't enough numbers to show a trend, but clearly bees are dying at unsustaielbéntl the situation is
not improving, said vanEngelsdorp, also a bee expert with the Pennsylvania DepartAggidudture.

"For two years in a row, we've sustained a substantial loss," he saids '@mastonishing number. Imagine
if one out of every three cows, or one out of every three chickens, were dying. Thataiseikl lot of
alarm.”

The survey included 327 operators who account for 19 percent of the country's approximatelii@v4 m
commercially managed beehives. The data is being prepared for submission tala jour

About 29 percent of the deaths were due to colony collapse disorder, a mysteriaesttiseeauses adult
bees to abandon their hives. Beekeepers who saw CCD in their hives were much nyaxeHikeé major
losses than those who didn't.

"What's frightening about CCD is that it's not predictable or understood,” vasHagebkaid.

On Tuesday, Pennsylvania Agriculture Secretary Dennis Wolff announced thiatéheculd pour an addi-
tional $20,400 into research at Pennsylvania State University looking for the cd@€D. This raises
emergency funds dedicated to investigating the disease to $86,000.

The issue also has attracted federal grants and funding from companies thdtafepeneybees, including
ice-cream maker Haagen-Dazs.

Because the berries, fruits and nuts that give about 28 of Haagen-Dazs' Vvitaiairedepend on honeybees
for pollination, the company is donating up to $250,000 to CCD and sustainable pollination research a
State and the University of California, Davis.

Replies to this go to ALL list members.
ncsba-chapters-list mailing list
ncsba-chapters-list@rtpnet.org
http://rtpnet.org/mailman/listinfo/ncsba-chapters-list
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SUBJECT: ANOTHER URBAN MYTH ABOUT BEE STINGS..........

It might be wise to carry a penny in your pocket while working in the yard..
...... BEE STINGS !

A couple of weeks ago, | was stung by both a bee and hornet while working in the gar-
den.

My arm swelled up, so | went to the doctor. The clinic gave me cream and an antihista-
mine. The next day the swelling was getting progressively worse, so | went to my regu-
lar doctor. The arm was Infected and needed an antibiotic The doctor told me - ' The
next time you get stung, put a penny on the bite for 15 minutes.

That night, my niece was stung by two bees. | looked at the bite and it had

already started to swell. So, | taped a penny to her arm for 15 minutes. The
next morning, there was no sign of a bite. We decided that she just wasn't
allergic to the sting.

Soon, | was gardening outside. | got stung again, twice by a hornet on my
left hand. | thought, here | go again to the doctor for another antibiotic.

| promptly got my money out and taped two pennies to my bites, then sat and sulked for
15 minutes. The penny took the string out of the bite immediately

In the meantime the hornets were attacking, and my friend was stung on the thumb.
Again the penny. The next morning | could only see the spot where the hornet had
stung me. No redness, no swelling.

My friend's sting was the same; couldn't even tell where she had been stung. She got
stung again a few days later upon her back---cutting the grass! And ; the penny worked
once again.

Wanted to share this marvelous information in case you experience the same problem.
We need to keep a stock of pennies on hand .

The doctor said that the copper in the penny counteracts the bite. It
definitely works!

Please pass this information on to your friends, children,
grandchildren, etc.
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China’'s Honey Product Output Declines Markedly
China Industry Daily News, 12 May 2008

http://apitherapy.blogspot.com/2008/05/chinas-honey-product-output-declines.html

China'’s honey product output will decline considerably in 2008, according to the latesatndorre-
leased by the China Chamber of Commerce for Import and Export of Medicines andtedlicts.
Some honey processing enterprises are now faced with serious raw rsaggslglshortages, which are
likely to affect domestic sales and exports of honey products. Insidersitestirat the domestic honey
product price will be driven up further by the increasing market demand and thegyslaintaw materi-
als this year

Dear Fellow Beekeepers:

| am searching for U.S. suppliers of clean, fresh - frozen pollen.
If you or anyone you know collects pollen or would like to begin collecting,
Please email me at hburroughs@koppertonline.com or call the phone number
listed below.

Pricing may be negotiated based on volume and pollen quality.

Kind regards

Holly Burroughs

General Manager - Production Division
Koppert Biological Systems, Inc.
28465 Beverly Road

Romulus, MI 48174
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A Catch the Buzz release reveals results of a suven bee loss:In the Fall of
2007, the Apiary Inspectors of America (AlA) in colaboration with the
USDA-ARS Beltsville Bee Lab conducted a study to hedetermine the
distribution of various bee parasites and pathogend$reliminary results from
this survey reveal:1) Nosema levels tended to beghier in colonies collected
from CCD-suspect apiaries2) Mean varroa levels ovaill sampled colonies
were approaching critical levels (9.5 mites/100 beg but levels did not differ
between colonies in CCD-suspect and non-CCD suspegtiaries.3) Israel
Acute Paralysis Virus (IAPV) was found in 9 of thellstates sampled, and in
47% of all sampled colonies. The last of these finty begs the question,
"What should beekeepers do who are or suspect theaolonies are infected
with IAPV?" To answer this question a review of boh published and the
most current data from multiple research efforts ae in order. Read more
at<http://home.ezezine.com/1636/1636-2008.04.25.11ab¢hive.html>.

June 2008

As a follow-up to last month’s ramble on the Master Beekeeper program, theBeleCkub does not
track who is where in the process of becoming “more certified” as a beekeep®&e tilked about tracking
that, but it would be on a strictly voluntary basis. We don’t plan to check with the NCSBA whe is at
what level of beekeeping certification, but if you'd like to pass that information tacagainly wouldn’t
mind saying “Good job!” In fact, | only know of one Mecklenburg Beekeeper who has etechhe
Journeyman level. The Master and Master Craftsman beekeepers drerlifte NCSBA website, so once
you get there then we’ll all know!

And what goes with a ramble? Why a rant, of course. May’s speaker talkedrabgreated Pest
Management (IPM), home gardening, lawn care, and Growing Degree Days {@pe$t outbreaks. The
May speakers’ talk does apply to me for sure, because | haven't figured bestheay to keep the bees in
the backyard from going elsewhere for nectar. So the bees come home withewimstecticide, pesticide, or
herbicide they happen to pick up along the way. The only thing | can change is whichioéthesaised
inside my fence. As a follow-up to the talk, | asked David Tarpy about the GBiw{ng Degree Days) and
basic hive pests like the Small Hive Beetle. His reply was that since this ivairly warm, controlled
environment, that it would be difficult to determine when an SHB outbreak might oced da$DD.

While this does not directly apply to beekeeping, the same principles apply whieg déth Diseases and
Pests. The basic tenet of IPM is that we’ll use what we know about an insetttgjoproblem) to treat if
needed, when needed, and not just treat with one method all the time. This has led frbtheari'lall”
mentality to a better approach. The ideas behind IPM also apply in natural or oegk@eing. For varroa
or the small hive beetle, there are several pest control techniques avhdalcknt be used alternately to
disrupt the pest’s lifecycle and to vary our own routine. For beekeeping, check outdRosd'Natural
Beekeeping: Organic Approaches to Modern Apicul{@reopies in the Char/Meck library system or $22.75
at Amazon). Try “organic pest” or “organic pest disease” or “companion plambing couple of other
options for some fine evening reading.

Thanks, and I'll see you at the pot-luck in June.
Wayne Hansen
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We have the following equipment available for eatirsg
honey:

Extractor (manual)
* Uncapping tank (use your own excluder)
* Bucket with valve
 Electric uncapping knife

The charge is $2 per day to borrow the extractor.

You will want to use your own filters and food-geapllastic buckets.

To obtain the equipment:

 Call Sam Ritter to arrange a time to pick it up.
Phone: (704) 301-2787 or (704) 364-3052
Address: 219 N. Sharon Amity, Charlotte

* When you pick up the equipment, take an envetoyaecard to mail in your payment
* Return the equipmeiptromptly, clean and dry
» Mail your payment in the envelope provided

With the growth of the club, there is heavy demBordhe extractor in the summer months.
There will be a waiting list, so be prepared fahart wait, and when you get the equipment,
please return it promptly so the next person orishean get it. Please don’'t pass it on to
someone else who isn’'t on the list. Thanks!




